TOU R S

2018

“Every step we take on earth
Brings us to a new world”
‘Floating Bridges’
Federico Garcia Lorca

We are delighted to enclose our brochure for 2018. As you can see it contains a full programme of cultural,
historical and gastronomic tours all led by Chris Pollard.
The scope of our tours now enthusiastically embraces Italy and Austria as well as the Iberian Peninsula,
Morocco, and France. Our purpose is to explore parts of Europe and North Africa that other tour organisers
don’t always reach and to present them in an accessible, informative and entertaining way.
Spain remains the principal focus of our itineraries. In 2018 we are delighted to present a range of tours in
the Iberian Peninsula that takes us from the great Mediterranean city of Valencia to the little-known lands of
Huelva in the far west – from the River Miño in Galicia to the ‘forgotten’ Province of Teruel in the south. In the
autumn, three itineraries are based on the great Paradors of northern Spain. 2018 is the year of the Misterio
of Elche and we are proud to say that we are the only UK-based company that never misses the November
performance of this incomparable spectacle.
Beyond Spain we are thrilled at the prospect of returning to Florence, Sicily, Toulouse and Fez and the
Imperial Cities of Morocco. As ever we are featuring brand-new itineraries. In 2018, these include Vienna
(where we celebrate the anniversaries of Klimt and Schiele and attend performances at the opera and the
Musikverein) and Sardinia.
Over the years we have had the good fortune of witnessing events and spectacles that move and excite and
stay in the memory. I doubt many will compare with the prospect of visiting the sites associated with the end
of the First World War in the company of our great friend, Colonel Peter Knox.
The formula, which has now worked well for over 25 years, is unchanged. We offer GENUINELY ALLINCLUSIVE conducted tours from start to finish. Flight, all transport, accommodation, all meals (wine and
other drinks included with meals) all entrances and excursions are included in the price. At the moment,
anyone dealing in currency exchange is facing a challenging future to put it mildly. The pound has collapsed
to 78% of its value 18 months ago and 75% of its initial value vis-à-vis the euro. We have had to increase our
prices but by an average of just under 10% so MORE THAN EVER I emphasize that our tours offer excellent
value for money. You just have to glance at the brochures of other operators (often NOT all-inclusive) to
confirm that. I hope that you agree with all this and that we might have the pleasure of travelling together
in 2018.
CHRIS POLLARD is a West Country man, born in Somerset, brought up and educated in Devon. Durham
University was followed by a life-changing two years in Jerez de la Frontera. He has taught English in Spain
and Spanish in England; he has acted (professionally for 3 months!) sung, directed for the stage, translated,
lectured, written on Spanish culture and gastronomy and since 1990 has run Pollard Tours, a highly successful
business taking small groups around the Iberian Peninsula, Morocco and France. Chris is a much-respected
expert on many aspects of Iberian culture (art, literature, music, food and drink, bullfighting, modern history,
the Spanish Civil War…) He will give informal but meaty talks throughout the tours..
MONER LAACHIRI is a Tangerine.
Brought up in a city where cultures
meet and languages abound, it is not
surprising that Moses (as he is known)
speaks Arabic, French, Spanish and
English. He came to Spain to study at
Granada University, then Madrid for
a Diploma in Tourism. He is a genial
and caring travelling companion and
accompanies Chris on most of the tours.
In his company Morocco comes alive
and clients are assured of a riveting
and insightful holiday: few people have
Moses’ knowledge of the nooks and
crannies of this fascinating country.

TOUR DIARY 2018
22nd – 28th January

A TASTE OF TUSCANY

12th – 17th February

SPRING IN VALENCIA

20th -25th February

VIENNA – CITY OF KLIMT & SCHIELE

1st – 5th March

HUELVA – CITY OF GASTRONOMY

11th – 15th March

MADRID ADVENTURE
(Preceded by weekend course at Dillington)

10th – 15th April

TOULOUSE & CARCASSONNE

20th – 26th April

¡TERUEL EXISTS!

2nd – 8th May

RIVER MIÑO

16th – 22nd May

SARDINIA

29th May - 3rd June

SPRING IN SALAMANCA

11th – 16th June

ARMISTICE

6th – 12th September

CASTLES IN SPAIN

18th – 24th September

THE CANTABRIAN COAST

28th September – 4th October

EASTERN SICILY

9th – 15th October

LA MANCHA IN ITS PARADORS

29th October – 3rd November

THE MISTERIO DE ELCHE

12th – 19th November

A GRAND TOUR OF NORTHERN MOROCCO

22nd – 29th November

MARRAKECH AND THE DEEP SOUTH

3rd – 7th December

GASTRONOMIC ASTURIAS

Christopher Pollard Tours
Prioryfield House, 20 Canon Street, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1SW
01823 286097
Website: www.christopherpollardtours.com
Email: info@prioryfield-house.co.uk
“All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL
scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL certificate. Please ask for it and check to
ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see the
booking conditions on our website for further information about financial protection and the ATOL
certificate, go to www.atol.org.uk/ATOL certificate.”

A TASTE OF TUSCANY 22nd - 28th January 2018
Our January tour to the incomparable city of Florence is now a fixture. This year we are delighted to say that we have
paid heed to clients’ suggestions and are offering a Florence tour with a difference. We shall spend six nights in our
home in Florence - the lovely Hotel Torre Guelfa - perfectly located in a Renaissance mansion within walking distance
of all the major sites and museums. Our programme gives us two full days exploring the best (and lesser) known
attractions of Florence. But this year we shall also travel out of Florence and spend a day in each of Pisa, Siena, and
Lucca - thereby savouring the best that Tuscany has to offer, away from the tumultuous tourism of the spring and
summer months.
DAY 1 & 2: We fly from the UK to Florence and transfer the short distance to our hotel for 6 nights, the noble Torre
Guelfa. Perfectly located only 200 yards from the Piazza de la Signoria, it is within walking distance of all the major
sites and a handful of excellent Florentine restaurants. During our stay we shall savour many of the classic dishes of
Tuscan fare.
On Day 2 we join one of our local friends for a guided tour of the highlights of the Uffizi, continuing our day in the
wonderful Bargello Museum of Sculpture and finishing in Santa Croce. Leonardo, Michelangelo, Benvenuto Cellini,
Botticelli, Rafael, Donatello, Mantegna - all in one day … Phew!
DAYS 3, 4 & 5: Siena, Pisa and Lucca are all about one hour from Florence. On our three day-trips we focus on the
essence of each of these wonderful cities. Siena, one of the loveliest cities in Italy, full of medieval architecture; the
Duomo, full of frescoes, paintings and sculptures; the Piazza del Campo and the Piazza Publico, the Church of San
Domenico. In Pisa, wonderful museums and fabulous walks beside the river and along medieval streets such as the
atmospheric Borgo Stretto. And, of course, the Piazza dei Miracoli – a unique and miraculous complex of medieval
buildings including the marvellous Romanesque cathedral with its famous tower. Finally, to Lucca, the ‘town of 101
churches’ and the only city in Tuscany to have preserved its medieval walls - now brilliantly re-born as a spectacular
landscaped walk. We will visit the world-class art collection in the National Museum at the stunning Villa Guinigi and
explore twelve centuries of history beneath the church of San Giovanni.
DAY 6: We spend our final full day back in Florence; in the morning exploring the city’s secret corners with our friend,
the great Niklaus - and in the afternoon completing our adventure with a visit to the Duomo and its museums.
THIS SEVEN-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

Chapel of Magi Florence

22nd January 2018
The delightful Torre Guelfa
14 -18
£2150 (single supplement £215)

SPRING IN VALENCIA 12th - 17th February 2018
Valencia has been absent from our programmes for far too long. Spain’s third city has enjoyed a complete urban
and cultural re-fit over the last 30 years and is now one of the most exciting coastal cities in Europe. The centrepiece of this renewal is, of course, the City of Arts and Sciences where we spend much of one day, culminating in a
performance of ‘Peter Grimes’ in the spectacular setting of the opera house. Stall seats are included.
Valencia is a great historic city and our visits embrace the medieval city as well as the modern one. It is also the city of
Joaquín Sorolla and Vicente Blasco Ibañez, author of ‘Blood and Sand’ and ‘The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse’. We
shall explore Sorolla’s paintings in the Fine Arts Museum and travel out to the Albufera, which figures so prominently
in Blasco Ibañez’s wonderful novels. There we shall lunch on Valencia´s national dish - the authentic paella.
DAYS 1 & 2: Flying into Valencia Airport, we travel the short distance to our home for five nights; the handsome Hotel
Inglés, perfectly located opposite one of the city’s most splendid Baroque buildings and now the National Museum of
Ceramics. The cuisine of Valencia is excellent and we shall dine in some of the best restaurants in the city, including
the Michelin-starred ‘El Poblet’. We spend our first full day exploring the medieval city, in particular the spectacular
Gothic Exchange building- a UNESCO World Heritage Site – and the cathedral, which the local faithful believe holds
the Holy Grail. In the evening, we shall attend a performance of ‘Peter Grimes’ - given in Valencia’s stunning opera
house. It is a classic production by the great Willy Decker and the leading role is taken by the tenor superstar, Gregory
Kunde.
DAYS 3 & 4: We return to the City of Arts and Sciences, taking a specialised guided tour of the architecture of this
epoch-making complex. Lunch will be followed by an hour or so in the world-class aquarium and a film in the
Hemsiferic - the ultimate Imax cinema. Our time in Valencia is nothing if not varied! Day 4 will be devoted to the
glorious surroundings of the Albufera - Valencia’s freshwater lagoon whose atmospheric and brooding landscapes
were used so effectively by Vicente Blasco Ibañez. We take to the water for a very gentle excursion and then repair
to a waterside restaurant where we taste various local specialities including stewed eel with paprika and a real paella.
DAY 5: Valencia has a central role to play in the history of Spanish Art. Today we visit the handful of galleries where
we can follow the story of Valencian art, from the major artists of the middle ages to the magnificent renaissance of
the 19th century from which Joaquin Sorolla emerged as a major world-class artist. Sorolla is THE artist of Valencia
and we shall focus on the excellent rooms devoted to him in the Fine Arts Museum.
On Day 6 we take our return flight to London.
THIS 6-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN THE PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

12th February 2018
The Hotel Inglés
14 – 18
£1840 (single supplement £185)

Spring in Valencia

VIENNA: CITY OF KLIMT (and SCHIELE) 20th - 25th February 2018
We are delighted to announce a major new adventure - a six-day tour of Vienna marking the centenary of the
death of two quintessential Viennese painters – Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele. We shall visit the museums and
historic buildings associated with these two wonderful artists. At the same time, we have prepared a programme that
showcases the very best of Vienna and will provide clients with an unforgettable Viennese experience. A performance
of Rossini’s ‘Cenerentola’ at the Vienna Opera will be included as well as a splendid concert of Beethoven in the
Golden Hall of the Musikverein. We shall take tea in an historic café and enjoy classic Viennese cuisine.
DAY 1: Our morning flight brings us into Vienna early afternoon and we make for the excellent Hotel Trend Austria
Savoyen - our home for 5 nights. Our programme starts with a tour around the Ring Road which encloses the historic
city and coffee and cakes in a classic Viennese café.
DAY 2: We spend the day in the Belvedere; an extraordinary complex of Baroque palaces, gardens and galleries.
It contains the most important collection of Austrian art in the world, including the largest number of the works of
Gustav Klimt - around which we shall take a private guided tour. Its royal apartments are outstanding examples of
Viennese Baroque.
DAY 3: Our exploration of the work of Klimt takes us this morning to two wonderful places. The first is the Burgtheater,
a magnificent 18th century building and one of the most important German language theatres in the world. Our
guided tour takes in Klimt’s great ceiling frescoes. Then on to the Secession building- the headquarters of the artistic
movement Klimt helped to found and site of one of his absolute masterpieces, the tremendous Beethoven frieze. We
take lunch in one of the city’s historic restaurants. There will be time for a siesta before we make for one of the world’s
most important opera houses for an all-star performance of ‘La Cenerentola’ at the Staatsoper.
DAYS 4 & 5: The morning of Day 4 will be dedicated to a walking tour of the historic centre, where we discover
the medieval city and many of its emblematic buildings, including the Town Hall and the Cathedral of St Peter. On
Saturday, we have a private guided tour of the wonderful Leopold Museum which contains Klimt’s ‘The Kiss’ and the
most important collection of Egon Schiele in the world. In the evening on Day 5, we enjoy the prospect of a concert in
the incomparable splendour of the Golden Hall of the Musikverein where the superb Tonkunstle Orchestra perform
a programme of Beethoven. One or two members of the orchestra will join us for dinner after the concert. On Day 6
we take our return flight to Hamilton.
THIS 6-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

Vienna

20th February 2018
Hotel Trend Austria Savoye
14 – 18
£2150 (single supplement £215)

HUELVA - CITY OF GASTRONOMY 1st - 5th March 2018
Every year Spain declares a ‘Ciudad de Gastronomía’. This year has been the year of Huelva. Huelva? Not a household
name outside Spain let alone for Haute Cuisine. But I think it is true to say that Spanish food would not have the
international reputation that it rightly enjoys if it weren’t for Huelva and its Province. Located between Seville and
Portugal in the extreme south-west of Andalusia on the Costa de la Luz – the Coast of Light - Huelva has something of
everything, from virgin coastline and unspoilt beaches to dramatic hinterland rising to spectacular mountains. From
the coast comes wonderful fish and seafood, from the hinterland wonderful fruit and veg, venison and other game
and from the mountains - and the best cured ham and sausages in the world. There is also the opportunity to extend
the tour by a day to visit the Doñana National Park (a World Heritage Site). One of the most important and biodiverse
protected areas in Europe, Doñana is home to the elusive Iberian lynx and renowned for its waterfowl which includes
avocets, spoonbills, greylag geese, herons, flamingos, and various endangered ducks – but away from the water, you
may see Spanish Imperial eagles, black vultures, azure-winged magpies …
DAYS 1 & 2: Flying into Seville, we drive the short distance to our home for the week - the 4-star Senator in the
middle of the city. While Huelva may not boast the picturesque architecture of some of Spain’s other historic cities, it
is AUTHENTIC and a perfect destination for a gastronomic tour. There are three Michelin-recommended restaurants
within 10 minutes’ gentle walking from the hotel; including, of course, Acánthum whose chef Xanty Elias (Arzaktrained) is the first in the Province to achieve a Star.
On Day 2 we explore the city. Having said it is not one of the great historic cities, we have to admit that it has more
than its fair share of fascinating historical associations. It is the city of the Tartessians (one of the original occupiers
of Andalusia). It is the city of Columbus (and we visit the Museum of the Three Caravelles). It is the city of English
investment in Spain’s mineral wealth in the 19th century (we visit the Residential District of Queen Victoria). It is the
burial place of ‘The Man Who Never Was’ … and thereby hangs a tale …
DAYS 3 & 4: We spend two days out of the city. On the coast - at Ayamonte, where we savour a fish and seafood
banquet in a quintessential family restaurant - and to the mountains of Aracena where our itinerary takes us to the
most distinguished producer of cured ham and sausages in Spain (the world?) and we explore the terrain of the noble
Iberico black-footed pig.
On this tour, we dine on the Grand Tasting Menu at Acanthum and enjoy a wide range of tapas at Portichuelo. A
seafood lunch at Casa Rana will include the Gamba Blanca - the crustacean par excellence of Huelva - together with
the exquisite coquinas and cuttlefish, followed by rice with red prawns (dubbed the best in Huelva). In the mountains
(more specifically the legendary town of Jabugo) we taste the full range of cured hams and sausages.
DAY 5: Clients have a choice - they can travel to Seville Airport for the return flight or proceed to El Rocio for a fivehour private visit to the Doñana Wildlife Reserve. The extra price will be £200 – including, of course, the extra day’s
accommodation, all meals and the actual visit. For the Doñana visit we spend a fifth night in Huelva, of course, and
take the return flight on 6th March.
THIS FIVE/SIX-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

1st March 2018
The 4-Star Senator in Huelva
14 – 18
£1680 (or £1880 including the Doñana day) (single supplement £170)

Huelva

MADRID ADVENTURE

11th - 15th March 2018

In conjunction with Chris Pollard’s weekend Course ‘The Story of Madrid’, Christopher Pollard Tours is delighted to
offer a four-night study tour: ‘Madrid Adventure’.
For many years we have collaborated with Dillington House to offer clients a 7-day combined Weekend Course
and Study Tour to a place of particular interest in Spain. This combination works exceptionally well as clients are
able to explore in detail the history and culture of a region or a city first in the classroom and then in the flesh as it
were. In 2018 we are featuring Madrid, firstly at Dillington then - travelling from Bristol – in the city itself. There is
a fundamental difference between Pollard Tours and the Dillington Tour; the number in the group is significantly
greater – however, it is an attractively priced alternative style of tour. For bookings and further information regarding
the Weekend Course, please contact Dillington. The tour is managed by us as a separate entity and should be booked
in the normal way.
The group will depart from Dillington after lunch on Sunday 11th March and drive to Bristol Airport, arriving
early evening. We then have four full days in Madrid before taking our return flight on the evening of 15th March.
Accommodation will be in a central 3-star hotel.
Our programme will include visits to the three great galleries (the Prado, the Thyssen Collection and the Reina Sofia
Museum of Modern Art) the wonderful Lazaro Galdiano (the Spanish Wallace Collection) and the Sorolla House
Museum. We shall explore the extensive Hapsburg District and have a tour of the Opera House.
We visit the city’s 21st century architecture and have dinner in one of Madrid’s new-style Haute Cuisine restaurants.
The tour will be accompanied by Chris Pollard and Wayne Bennett.
The price of this 5-day tour is £1190 (single supplement £90) which includes flights, all transfers in the UK and Spain,
everything in Madrid including wine and drinks with meals.
THIS 5-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

Madrid

11th March 2018
Hotel Mercure, Madrid
25 – 28
£1190 (single supplement £90)

TOULOUSE and CARCASSONNE

9th - 14th April 2018

Few cities in Europe are as interesting or as beautiful as Toulouse. Its stunning historic centre revolves around the
great Place du Capitole (our hotel is 100 yards away) and boasts some of the most important churches and museums
in France. We take a day away to visit the spectacular UNESCO world heritage city of Carcassonne. And as if that
weren’t enough, I am delighted to say that ‘Carmen’ is playing at the world-famous Le Capitole Opera House. Good
seats will be included. Rarely does one have the opportunity of seeing the greatest French opera performed in one of
the greatest French theatres.
DAY 1: Flying directly into Toulouse, we drive the short distance to our hotel for five nights. We are perfectly placed to
enjoy the amazing variety of cultural and gastronomic opportunities that Toulouse provides. We shall take cocktails
in the Place du Capitole and coffee in the Belle Epoque surroundings of Café Bibent. We shall taste the Specialités
Toulousaines in several of the wonderful restaurants within 10 minutes gentle walk of our hotel.
DAYS 2 & 3: We explore the historic city on foot - it is such a welcoming and atmospheric place. Our visits include the
Basilique of St Sernin, one of the biggest Romanesque churches in the world and a World Heritage Site, built in the
11th century to welcome the pilgrims travelling to Santiago de Compostela. We visit the monastery complex of Les
Jacobins and, of course, the Le Capitole. Toulouse boasts many fascinating museums, of which Les Augustins (whose
Fine Arts collection of paintings and sculptures is displayed in a magnificent medieval monastery) is the pick of the
bunch.
DAY 4: We spend today in Carcassonne. The fortified centre DOES look like a stage set from ‘Game of Thrones’
but is none the less impressive for that. (Funnily enough, it’s about the one medieval citadel in Europe NOT used in
‘Game of Thrones’.) Completely re-built by Viollet-le-Duc in the early 19th century, it is a formidable example of the
medieval city; impressive from afar - impenetrable from close-up. The fortifications are magnificent and they contain
an atmospheric and picturesque medieval city including a fine early gothic cathedral.
DAY 5: The main focus of our final full day is two-fold. We start with the excellent collection of contemporary and
modern art contained in the unlikely but wonderfully restored 19th-century abattoir. Then, in the evening we move to
the Theatre du Capitole for a performance of ‘Carmen’ in an interesting new production with a predominantly French
cast.
On Day 6 we take our flight back to the UK.
THIS 6-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

9th April 2018
Le Grand Balcon, Toulouse.
14 – 18
£2050 (single supplement £205)

Toulouse & Carcassonne

¡Teruel Exists!

RURAL SPAIN

April-May 2018

I am delighted to announce that we shall be devoting much of the Spanish Spring to two major tours of the uncharted
territory of Rural Spain. The first tour already appeared the last three years - to great acclaim - the second takes us
into the wonderful landscapes and villages of the border country between northern Portugal and Galicia.

¡TERUEL EXISTS! 20th - 26th April 2018
Throughout the last ten years, Spain has expanded its enviable network of motorways and high-speed rail. The
unique and wonderful, but isolated, Province of Teruel has lobbied for its inclusion in the New Spain under the battlecry: ‘Teruel Exists!’. This cry has yet to be answered; perhaps visitors and lovers of Teruel are not too concerned as its
status as one of Spain’s last wildernesses remains unthreatened. The Province of Teruel lies between Cuenca and the
Mediterranean coast around Valencia. It is landlocked, mountainous, outrageously picturesque and full of charming
towns and villages. It is under-populated, barely visited by tourists and an ideal location to experience still ‘The Real
Spain’. This tour explores many of the corners of this fascinating Province. In a recent series of articles, the Spanish
daily ‘El Pais’ identified the Most Beautiful Villages in Spain. No fewer than four of the top twenty are in Teruel. We
visit all of them.
DAY 1: Flying to Madrid we set out for the Province of Teruel, passing the north of Castile-La Mancha and the
Mountains of Cuenca. Our goal is Albarracin, an astonishingly beautiful town, founded by Romans and developed as
an intractable fortress town by the Spanish Moors. Many hundreds of metres of perfectly preserved medieval walls
survive to testify to the town’s Golden Age. Our home in Albarracin is an impeccably equipped hotel on the edge of
the old quarter ranked by most commentators as the best in town.
DAYS 2 & 3: This tour combines the culture and architecture of the historic towns of Teruel with its glorious landscapes.
During our two days in Albarracin, we explore the extensive heritage of a town which is a National Monument and
on the waiting-list for UNESCO World Heritage status. We travel out of town into the incomparable scenery of the
Montes Universales. During the 1930’s Albarracin found itself in the front line during the Spanish Civil War: a theme
we shall further explore in the Provincial capital.
DAY 4: Leaving Albarracin, we travel the short distance to the UNESCO World Heritage city of Teruel, where we spend
most of the day. From the beauty of its Mudejar Cathedral and churches, through the romance of its medieval legends,
to the stark reality of the most hideous battles of the Civil War, Teruel offers its visitors a varied and rewarding day.
In the late afternoon we set out for Calaceite, our home for the second part of the tour. This is one of El Pais’s ‘most
beautiful villages’.
DAYS 5 & 6: Our two days in the east of the Province are spent among the incomparable beauty of three wonderful
places: Calaceite, Valderrobre and Puertomingavo. Don’t worry. Very few Spanish people have heard of them either,
but these villages are quintessential examples of the charm and beauty of life in rural Spain as well as having a
distinguished ancient history from Pre-history, through Roman times and Moorish Spain into the Baroque era and on
to modern times, all of which have left their mark on these unique places. Our home for the second part of the tour
is the lovely Hotel del Sitjar, located in the Plaza Mayor with views of the surrounding countryside. On Day 7 we take
our return flight to London.
THIS 7-DAY TOUR DEPARTS:
OUR HOTELS:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

20th April 2018
The 3-starred Hotel Albarracín, perfectly located
on the edge of the Old Town and El Sitjar in Calaceite.
12-18
£1925 (single supplement £190)

¡Teruel Exists!

THE LAND OF THE RIVER MIÑO

2nd - 8th May 2018

One of the miracles of modern Spain is that the country which has led the world in mass tourism (and whose
population doubles every summer with the influx of millions seeking sun, sea and sand) has managed to retain so
much of its identity and authenticity. This is particularly true of the rural regions. In recent years we have explored a
number of these totally unspoilt regions, including Teruel, Soria and the Pyrenees. This year, we turn our attention
to the south of Galicia where we find spectacular landscapes created by the Rivers Duero and Miño and several of
the most attractive villages in Spain. The tour begins in the Natural Park of Sanabria – a region of outstanding beauty
centred around Spain’s biggest glacial lake. Our home is the delightful Parador set in the historic Puebla de Sanabria.
We then move on to Allariz (one of the ‘official 20 prettiest villages in Spain’). From here we explore the land of the
River Miño, the border country between Spain and Portugal; its villages, its winelands, its landscapes.
DAYS 1, 2 & 3: Flying into Santiago, we make our way to our base for the first three nights, the excellent Parador in
Puebla de Sanabria. This is a perfect base for discovering the Natural Park of Sanabria and the stunning gorges of the
River Duero, as this great river flows into Portugal. Sanabria itself is a little town of great antiquity (records go back
1500 years). It has a picturesque historic centre with fine churches and a castle. On Day 3 we travel down to Miranda
de Duoro, where we shall lunch in the Pousada and explore the spectacular landscapes of the deepest river gorges in
the Iberian Peninsula.
DAY 4: We travel through the south of the province of Ourense, which has one of the lowest densities of population
in Spain. It also has no fewer than three Denominated Wine Regions, a range of exquisite towns and villages and a
stretch of the Road to Santiago. Our home is the lovely village of Allariz; one of the most important historic/artistic
sites in Galicia whose medieval character in perfectly preserved in a range of superb religious and civil buildings and
in its cobblestone streets. Our hotel for the second half of the tour is O Portelo Rural which is located in an old house
in the medieval centre.
DAYS 5 & 6: Exploring the southern end of the Province, we travel down to Monterrey, centre of the eponymous wine
region whose magnificent castle is one of the symbols of the border country between Spain and Portugal. Needless
to say, we spend part of a morning in a winery. Our itinerary also takes us to the spectacular monastery of Celanova.
We spend part of one day in the provincial capital of Ourense whose old quarter, including a fine gothic cathedral, is
one of the most atmospheric in Galicia. On DAY 7 we return to Santiago to take our return flight.
THIS 7-DAY TOUR DEPARTS:
OUR HOTELS:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

The Land of the River Mino

2nd May 2018
Parador de Sanabria and O Portelo Rural in Allariz
12-18
£1925 (single supplement £190)

SARDINIA 16th - 22nd May 2018
Our exploration of Mediterranean islands continues in 2018 with fascinating Sardinia - the second biggest island
after Sicily – whose distinguished history stretches back to prehistory. It combines an attractive variety of historic
sites; glorious coastal mountain landscapes and picturesque coastal and inland towns and villages. And needless to
say - wonderful food and wine. We have decided to focus on the north of the island as Sardinia is far too big to ‘do’ in
one visit. In the north we find all the elements that make the island special; outstanding coastal scenery - particularly
on the Costa Smeralda and in the National Park of la Maddalena – attractive and atmosphere towns and villages and
extraordinary examples of the prehistoric sites that are unique to Sardinia.
DAYS 1, 2 & 3: We fly directly into Olbia, the principal airport of the north of the island, and drive up the coast to our
home for the first three nights - the Vecchia Fonte in the charming coastal village of Palau. Palau is a perfect base for
exploring the attractions of northeast Sardinia, including the spectacular coastline which forms part of the National
Park of La Maddalena. where we will take the boat from Palau and tour many of the islands, on one of which is the
famous Garibaldi Museum in the house where the legendary freedom-fighter spent the last years of his life. We will
also visit the outstanding prehistoric burial sites and mysterious towers of the Nuraghi at Arzachena.
DAYS 4, 5 & 6: The second half of the Tour will be spent in Alghero. En route we drive along the northern coast,
stopping briefly in the picturesque village of Castelsardo and on to the great historic city of Sassari, whose heritage
perfectly encapsulates the rich and varied history of Sardinia itself. We will explore the Roman remains and the
medieval centre with its impressive walls; the cathedral and the abundance of splendid Renaissance palaces.
We will visit the mysterious prehistoric site of Monte Accoddi, (the only site in Europe to boast a dolmen, a menhir
and a ziggurat!). In Alghero we sleep in the Hotel San Francesco, the only hotel in the historic centre. It is wonderfully
located in the cloisters of a monastery; it is simple (as one would expect) but atmospheric and perfect for enjoying
the medieval centre of this brilliant city. Alghero is possibly the most interesting town in Sardinia, its medieval centre
created by the Catalans when Sardinia was part of the Crown of Aragón. The Cathedral - among other churches – and
the aristocratic mansions are part of Sardinia’s Spanish heritage. Indeed, Catalán is still an official language of the city!
On Day 6 we drive down to the lovely town of Bosa- another gem. The pastel colours of its houses create a townscape
reminiscent of the paintings of Paul Klee. Stunning landscapes and further prehistoric sites remain a constant on our
tour of this fascinating and beautiful island.
DAY 7: On our last day we travel across to Olbia for our return flight.
THIS 7-DAY TOUR DEPARTS:
OUR HOTELS:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

16th May 2018
La Vecchia Fonte in Palau, Il San Francesco in Alghero
12-18
£2150 (single supplement £215)

Sardinia

SPRING IN SALAMANCA

29th May – 3rd June 2018

There is no lovelier place to be in late May than the golden sandstone city of Salamanca in central Spain. Add its
loveliest hotel (indeed one of the best family hotels in Spain) and you have six days fit for a king!
The historic centre of Salamanca is the finest 16th-century city in Spain and one of the finest in Western Europe. It
boasts, among many other delights – TWO great cathedrals standing side-by-side, a stunning 18th-century square,
Spain’s oldest university and a handful of splendid churches. It has dozens of literary and cultural connections.
It witnessed the birth of the Spanish novel; its university produced many of Spain’s foremost cultural figures; its
exquisite gardens and turrets provided the back-cloth for the Spanish Romeo and Juliet …
In fact, Salamanca is so much more than a city – it is an EXPERIENCE. The beauty of its streets and squares, the
atmosphere of its cafés and bars, the exuberance of its ’Plateresque’ façades and cloisters – all combine to create a
unique and unforgettable effect.
On Day 4, we ring the changes and journey out to the spectacular landscapes of the Sierra de Francia and the unspoilt
medieval charm of the village of La Alberca.
DAYS 1, 2 & 3: Flying into Madrid it is an easy two hour journey to our home for five nights, the outstanding Hotel
Rector. Built in the classic golden sandstone of Salamanca, the Rector is a family hotel of great beauty and comfort;
a perfect base for our visit.
We start our exploration with two outstanding monasteries - San Esteban and Las Dueñas. Here we find the finest
Plateresque architecture in Spain - the sandstone of Salamanca is perfect for the intricate designs. The monumental
altarpiece of San Esteban is a quintessential example of the other architectural style that has shaped the city, the
‘Churrigueresque’ (a bit of a mouthful - it is applied to the 18th-century designs of the Churriguera family). Our
attention then turns to the great cathedrals, both glorious buildings epitomising four centuries of architecture from
early to late Gothic.
From the monastic to the academic. Day 3 is devoted to the fascinating collection of buildings that house the principal
elements in Spain’s oldest place of learning. The university, as well as being a place of great beauty and elegance,
is redolent of the achievements of its distinguished alumni, which include the writers Calderón and Cervantes. the
philosopher Unamuno and the Father of Spanish Democracy, Adolfo Suarez.
Our visits to the cultural monuments of this UNESCO World Heritage city will be complemented by the haute cuisine
of Salamanca’s finest restaurants, coffee in its incomparable main square and aperitifs in its atmospheric bars.
DAY 4: We leave the city and go up into the unspoilt beauty of the mountains of the Sierra de Francia and in particular
the medieval village of La Alberca, whose rustic architecture has resisted all change and which is always on the list of
the ’10 Prettiest Villages in Spain’
DAY 5: A highlight of our last full day in the city will be the Casa Lis – the only museum in Spain devoted entirely to
Art Nouveau and Art Déco and a formidably wide-ranging collection. On Day 6 we return to Madrid.
THIS SIX-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

Spring in Salamanca

29th May 2018
Hotel Rector, Salamanca.
12 - 16
£2150 (single supplement £210)

ARMISTICE 11th- 16th June
Our programme for 2018 is bursting with special experiences – none more attractive that the five days we have
planned to mark the centenary of the First World War. In the company of our great friend, Colonel Peter Knox, we
travel by Eurostar and start in the city of Amiens from where we explore the final offensives of the autumn of 1918
whilst being a stone’s throw from the legendary battlefields of the Somme. We then move on to Compiègne and from
there to Versailles to explore the locations of the momentous events of the end of the Great War and the Armistice.
DAY 1, 2 & 3: We travel by train from St Pancras to Lille and thence by mini-coach to Amiens, a great city in its own
right, where we shall find time to visit its incomparable cathedral and historic quarter. The city is at the very epicentre
of the final offensive of 1918, the War of 100 Days, which Peter Knox will bring to life with his usual sensitivity and
expertise.
Amiens is 30 miles from Thiepval, a small village that was completely destroyed in the Battle of the Somme and was
chosen as the site for the biggest and most moving of the Somme Memorials, Lutyens ‘Memorial to the Missing’.
Our visits will be further illustrated by the projection of two deeply moving films on the First World War; the definitive
version of ‘A Farewell to Arms’ and Joseph Losey’s bleak ‘King and Country’.
DAYS 4 & 5: From Amiens we travel to Compiègne, where in a railway carriage in the forest the papers were signed
that brought four years of suffering to an end. From there we continue to Versailles, scene of the signing of the Peace
Treaty six months later. Once again, as well their associations with the Armistice, Compiègne and Versailles have
attractions in their own right. It will be a particular pleasure to wander around Versailles in the evening when all the
tourists have gone.
DAY 6: We take our coach into Paris and take lunch at our favourite Brasserie Terminus Nord, arriving back on the
Eurostar in the late afternoon.
THIS SIX-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

11th June 2018
Mercure Amiens Cathedrale and Hotel le Versailles
12 - 16
£2175 (single supplement £220)

Armistice

AUTUMN IN THE PARADORS
For nearly 100 years the Paradors have represented a unique element in the wide variety of possibilities of Spanish
tourism. They have had their imitators but remain impossible to better. And they’ve survived. And improved. It is now
possible to get a better than average dinner in a Parador! This autumn I am delighted to announce a short series of
three tours celebrating the excellence of the Paradors.

CASTLES IN SPAIN

6th – 12th September

The title of this tour implies the search for a perfect goal - somewhere that fulfils our aspirations and ambitions. That
fine-sounding if slightly pretentious opening in fact boils down to, ‘Come with us to the perfect location for a 7-day
cultural holiday’.
There are over 500 medieval castles in central and northern Spain. They represent a unique cultural heritage; some
were built by Visigoths on Roman foundations, many were built by the Moors and others by the Castilians whose very
name derives from the Land of Castles. This wonderful tour takes us from castle to magic castle. We stay in two of
them, now converted into unforgettable Paradors; the Moorish citadel of Sigüenza and the 16th-century Ducal Palace
in Lerma, the seat of one of the most powerful nobles in 16th-century Europe.
This wonderful tour is a synthesis of all that makes Spain a unique destination; extraordinary historic towns and
cities, spectacular landscapes, corners of Europe unvisited by most travellers – and outstanding and authentic food
and wine.
DAYS 1, 2 & 3: Flying into Madrid our route takes us east to Siguenza, one of the best-preserved villages in Castile. It
is dominated by two magnificent buildings, the cathedral and the 13th-century castle in which we spend three nights.
The region is full of history and medieval architecture. Following in the footsteps of the Visigoths, the Moors and
the heroes of the Castilian Reconquest - including no less a personage than el Cid - we explore the fortified villages
of Atienza. Jadraque and, of course, Siguenza - whose cathedral contains (among other things) possibly the most
exquisite piece of funereal art in the Iberian Peninsula.
On Day 4 we move on to our home for the final three nights, the outstanding Parador at Lerma, located in the Place
of the Dukes of Lerma, who were intimates of Kings Charles V and Philip II and one of the most powerful families in
Europe. The buildings of the Parador are majestic and form the central feature of one of the great citadels of Spain.
En route from Siguenza to Lerma, we visit three beautiful medieval Castilian villages, each set around a lovely main
square: Ayllón, Riaza and Sepúlveda. This is Old Spain at its most charming and authentic - a breath of fresh air in
this era of mass tourism.
DAYS 5, 6 & 7: Lerma is a stone’s throw from one of Spain’s great medieval cities, Burgos, and it would be unforgiveable
not to spend some time in this magnificent place. Its gothic cathedral alone ‘vaut le voyage’. We also travel down
to the castles at Cuéllar and Peñafiel - both fascinating and visually outstanding - whilst Peñafiel has the added
attraction of housing the headquarters of wine-production in the Ribera del Duero.
DAY 7: We drive to Madrid for our return flight to the UK
THIS SEVEN-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

Castles in Spain

6th September 2018
Parador de Siguenza, Parador de Lerma.
12 - 16
£2275 (single supplement £225)

Castles in Spain

THE CANTABRIAN COAST

18th – 24th September 2018

Our third tour celebrating the brilliance of the Paradors takes us to a wonderful corner of Spain and two of the original
members of the Parador chain; the Castle of Carlos V in Hondarribia, which is very near the frontier between the
Spanish Basque Country and France, and the legendary Parador de Gil Blas in Santillana del Mar which has been a
Parador since 1946.
DAY 1, 2 & 3: Flying to Bilbao we start our coastal tour in the attractive resort town of Hondarribia. Hondarribia
combines much of what makes northern Spain so attractive. Its extensive and attractive medieval quarter is set in
a stunning location with the splendours of the Cantabrian coast on one side and the first views of the Pyrenees on
the other. Our hotel is one of the great historic buildings of the Basque Country, reflecting the historical and cultural
significance of the Region. Our visits include a day in incomparable San Sebastian, the most elegant coastal city in
Spain and – of course – one of the capitals of European gastronomy. Needless to say, our visit will include lunch at one
of the world-famous restaurants. On Day 3, our itinerary takes us away from the coast and into the rolling hills of the
interior. We shall spend some time at the outdoor display of sculptures and installations by Spain’s greatest modern
sculptor, Antonio Chillida, and enjoy the thrilling landscapes of the Natural Park of the Peñas de Aya.
DAY 4: Leaving Hondarribia, our journey takes us along the glorious coast road through picturesque fishing villages
to the immortal town of Gernika, where we pause to relive the events that brought eternal notoriety to the town and
inspired the greatest single work of art of the 20th century. Spanish Art continues to be our focus today; we spend
much of the afternoon in the brand-new Botín Centro de Arte in Santander. This magnificent building, designed by
Renazo Piano and spectacularly set overlooking the Cantabrian Sea, contains the wonderful collection of Modern Art
assembled by the Botín Foundation.
Our final destination is Santillana del Mar, rightly one of the best-known villages in Spain. This exquisite medieval
village is authentic and intact despite the popularity that it has always enjoyed among day-visitors. It is fair to say that
Santillana is best enjoyed between 6pm when the day-visitors leave and 10am when they return. Our three nights in
the incomparable Parador Gil Blas ensure that we shall experience Santillana at its most engaging
DAYS 5 & 6: We are in the heart of Cantabria for the second half of the tour. There are a variety of unique attractions to
be found here. Spain has a wealth of pre-historic sites and many of them are in Cantabria. We shall spend a morning
in the Cave of Tito Bustillo, a perfect place to appreciate the beauty of the art of Neolithic man. We shall take the
charming narrow-gauge railways along the coastline as far as the picturesque fishing villages of Castro Urdiales in
one direction and San Vicente de la Barquera in the other. We will explore the unique architecture of Comillas, which
boasts one of the earliest creations by Antoní Gaudí.
DAY 7: We return to Bilbao for our flight back to London.
THIS SEVEN-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

The Cantabrian
Catalan Pyrenees
Coast

18th September 2018
Castle of Carlos V in Hondarribia,
Parador de Gil Blas in Santillana del Mar
12 - 16
£2275 (single supplement £225)

EASTERN SICILY

28th September – 4th October 2018

Sicily is now an intrinsic part of our touring calendar and we are delighted to offer for the third time our Eastern
Sicily itinerary. We divide the tour between Catania (3 nights) and Syracuse (3 nights). We shall use direct flights from
London to Catania and our driver and companion will once again be Peppe, this time on his home territory. In both
cities, we shall use hotels in 18th-century buildings in the heart of the Old City. Catania has a distinguished history
starting in Greek times (it has major classical remains), a marvellous Baroque centre full of palaces and churches, and
excellent museums. Its 17th century cathedral is a show-case for Sicilian Baroque. On Day 3 we travel out to that
Giant of Nature - Mount Etna and we shall spend an unforgettable day in the company of local geologists.
On Day 4 we move to Syracuse, one of the key cities of the Ancient World. Its classical heritage is stunning and
includes a terrific Greek theatre and Roman Amphitheatre. En route we pause in one of Sicily’s most important and
glorious sites – the Roman Villa at Piazza Armerina. This extensive and wonderfully preserved site boasts a worldclass display of Roman mosaics. We have two days in Syracuse, time to do full justice to its excellent museums, its
artistic patrimony (which includes a Caravaggio) and its picturesque and atmospheric Old City. We spend part Day 6
in Noto, ‘one of the most beautifully built little towns in Europe’ (Douglas Sladen in 1905). This Baroque gem boasts
over 40 churches (we shan’t visit them all), numerous palaces and one of the fine wines of Sicily.
This is a tour which contains an abundance of unforgettable sights and experiences from the 8th century BC to
the present day: Greek and Roman theatres and amphitheatres, some of the best mosaics in the world - medieval
churches, Baroque palaces, beautiful cathedrals, stunning landscapes whether inland (including Europe’s greatest
active volcano) or coastal, and scrumptious food and wine.
THIS 7-DAY TOUR DEPARTS:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

28th September 2018
Hotel Royal in Catania and Il Parco delle Fontane in Siracusa
Both 4-star hotels in Baroque buildings
12-16
£2135 (single supplement £210)

Eastern Sicily

LA MANCHA IN ITS PARADORS

9th – 15th October 2018

It is far too long since we spent time in one of our very favourite locations - the great city of Cuenca. And even longer
since we visited our friends in the lovely medieval town of Almagro, whose main square was recently named ‘prettiest
in Spain’. This tour combines the two towns and everything in between. Majestic landscapes, exquisite historic towns
and villages, one of Europe’s most important wetlands nature reserves - not to mention Don Quixote’s famous
windmills (for we are in the land of the Man from La Mancha) and the oldest functioning theatre in the country.
DAY 1: Flying to Madrid, we make our way to the ‘outrageously picturesque’ city of Cuenca. Set on an extraordinary
gorge and enjoying stunning views, the whole city is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We sleep three nights in a
Parador located in a 16th-century monastery which looks out on to the most spectacular views of the medieval city,
including the famous Hanging Houses.
DAYS 2 & 3: As well as being one of the most beautiful, Cuenca is also one of the most varied and interesting cities
in Spain. Its medieval quarter is UNESCO-listed and is presided over by a fascinating cathedral. Built in the AngloNorman style, the church sits among the hanging houses built into the very fabric of the gorge and contains a stunning
set of contemporary stained glass by the artists who have made Cuenca their home.Indeed, it is these artists who give
the city its very special appeal. Cuenca is the capital of contemporary art. It boasts the National Museum of Abstract
Art, located in the most famous of the Hanging Houses and various other spaces dedicated to the fine artists who
have worked and lived in the city since the late 1950’s.
DAY 4: Leaving Cuenca, our first destination is an example of art created by the hand of nature. ‘The Enchanted
City’ is an astonishing natural sculpture park. From there we cross La Mancha, pausing in the magnificent castle of
Belmonte which was the memorable backdrop for much of the film of ‘El Cid’.
DAY 5 & 6: Almagro is a lovely town. At its heart is the 17th-century Franciscan monastery, now converted into one
of the most idyllic of Paradors. With rooms grouped around the Renaissance cloister, it is a quintessential example
of the architecture of the ruling classes from the era when Spain ruled the known world. From Almagro, La Mancha
opens up in all directions. We shall explore the sites associated with Spain’s (and perhaps the world’s) most famous
literary hero. Don Quixote was ‘born’ in La Mancha and we can still visit the places associated with his adventures
– including, of course, the unforgettable windmills. We shall also visit the 16th century theatre which still operates
a full timetable of dramatic events and the Tablas de Daimiel - a National Park and a wetlands nature reserve of
international standing.
DAY 7: We drive back to Madrid for our return flight.
THIS SEVEN-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

La
Lisbon
Mancha in its Paradors

9th October 2018
Parador de Cuenca, Parador de Almagro
12 - 16
£2275 (single supplement £225)

Parador de Cuenca

THE MISTERIO DE ELCHE

29th October – 3rd November 2018

We enjoy many moving and unforgettable experiences in the course of a year’s touring, but few can compete with the
biennial performance of the centuries-old ‘Misterio’, the sung enactment of the events surrounding the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary. It is performed in the 16th-century Basilica of Santa María, built specifically for the purpose. The
beauty of the singing and the performance are enhanced by the astonishing visual special effects as Angels and
Musicians (even God Almighty) descend from the heavenly heights.
Clients are able to attend two performances; a slightly shortened version specially for visitors for which we shall have
reserved seats and then, on All Saints’s Day, the full version in two parts when the entire town turns up to witness
their beloved ‘Misterio’.
As if this weren’t enough this tour contains several other highlights. Elche is one of the handful of places that has
TWO UNESCO World Heritage ‘Sites’; the Misterio belongs to the small group of ‘Intangible Heritage’ whilst the
Palmeral de Elche (the biggest palm forest in the world) is another. Then, of course, there is the best paella in the
world … see below.
DAY 1: The group flies into Alicante Airport which is 20 minutes from our home for five nights; the lovely Hotel Huerto
del Cura set in the middle of the Palmeral.
DAY 2: There is much to see in Elche itself. We spend some time in the Archaeological Museum (one of Spain’s finest)
which features many pre-Roman artefacts, including of course the world-famous Dama De Elche – a unique piece
of Celtic Iberian sculpture. There are Arab Baths and a splendid museum devoted to the Misterio where we get an
insight into the evening’s spectacle. That evening we attend the first performance.
DAY 3: About 40 miles from Elche is the little town of El Pinoso. This town is modern and undistinguished except
for one thing; in the restaurant of Paco Gandía you can taste ‘the best paella in the world’. People flock from - well
- all over the world to try Paco’s Paella. As you can imagine with something as contentious as paella, the New York
Times food critic who named it the best has come in for a certain amount of dissent. HOWEVER, the opinion of most
critics and fellow chefs is unanimous – this is the Best! We go for lunch and you can arrive at your own conclusion.
Be prepared to be very surprised!
Day 4 is devoted to the Misterio. It is performed in two parts. For this performance the church is packed to the rafters
with locals and the atmosphere is electric.
On Day 5 we drive down to Cartagena, the site of pre-Roman Novo Cartago and subsequently of one of Spain’s great
Roman cities. The last twenty years have witnessed an exemplary process of renewal and Cartagena is now one of
Spain’s finest classical sites
DAY 6: We return to the Airport for our flight back to the UK.
THIS SIX-DAY TOUR DEPARTS:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

The Misterio de Elche

29th October 2018
Hotel Huerto del Cura
12 - 16
£2115 (single supplement £210)

A GRAND TOUR OF NORTHERN MOROCCO

12th – 19th November 2018

Volubilis. Fez. Meknes. Tangiers. Four cities, four eras AND the lovely Rif town of Chefchaouen – riches galore! We
start our exploration of Northern Morocco in Tangiers – a Phoenician settlement and the oldest city in Morocco which
achieved [although it reached?] its Golden Age in the 20th century. We then move on to Chefchaouen, probably the
most picturesque town in Morocco.
From Chefchaouen, we move south. Our first destination is the great Roman city of Volubilis. We then move on to
Fez, founded in the 8th century and still the spiritual capital of the kingdom. From Fez we visit Meknes, the Moroccan
‘Versailles’ but more or less wiped out in the earthquake of 1775.
This is a wonderful tour full of treasures – an abundance of unforgettable experiences and of course brilliant food
assured!
DAYS 1 & 2: Flying into Tangier, we spend the first two nights in this splendid city. Our home is the 5-star Hotel
Minzah, founded by Lord Bute in the 1920’s for his aristocratic British friends and a perfect place to savour Tangiers’s
special charm. Our visits include the picturesque Old City – the fine Kasbah Museum and the unique museum in the
American Legation, which was a special present in the 18th century to the first country to recognise the USA.
DAYS 3 & 4: Leaving Tangiers we travel along the coast to Tetuan, the erstwhile capital of Spanish Morocco and an
attractive mixture of Southern Spain and Northern Morocco. Our destination is the exquisite town of Chefchaouen,
probably the most beautiful small town in the country. Our hotel, Casa Hassan, was chosen by Rick Stein as a perfect
place to enjoy delicious regional cuisine. Chefchaouen (off limits to Europeans until 1925) is an extraordinary place –
rural Morocco at its best.
DAYS 5, 6 & 7: Reluctantly leaving Chefchaouen (but well aware of the treasures in store) we set off south. En route
we spend some time in Volubilis – one of the finest Roman sites in North Africa and UNESCO World Heritage. (As
incidentally are Tetuan – Fez and Meknes – no fewer than FOUR World Heritage Sites in one tour!)
Our destination is Fez, where we shall stay in a fine riad on the edge of the Medina. Fez is an extraordinary place, one
of the very few in the world where one can experience a city unchanged for fifteen hundred years. The whole of Fez
is a museum where every street, every house - every square - tells a story.
We spend Day 7 in Meknes, the capital founded by the great Moulay Ismael and based on the Palace of Versailles although much of the Moulay’s original concept lies buried under the rubble of the 1775 earthquake. However, much
does remain to remind us of the ambitions and brilliance of the reign of Moulay Ismael; 35 kilometres of city walls,
the most magnificent city gates in Africa and the extraordinary granaries built to feed a cavalry of 20,000 horses.
Day 8: We drive to Casablanca for our return flight
THIS 8-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

12th November 2018
The 5 star Hotel Minza in Tangier, Casa Hassan in Chefchaouen,
12 - 16
£2275 (single supplement £225)

A Grand Tour of Northern Morocco

A Grand Tour of Northern Morocco

MARRAKECH AND THE DEEP SOUTH

22nd – 29th November 2018

Flying into Marrakech, we spend three days in this incomparable city and then drive west on the fine new road to
Essaouira, Morocco’s most beautiful sea-side medina. Our route then takes us due south, through the famous resort
of Agadir and on to the erstwhile Spanish enclave of Ifni.
The tour therefore contains one of the world’s greatest historic cities, a lovely Portuguese built fishing-port, much of
Morocco’s stunning Atlantic coast and an extraordinary 1920’s town caught in a time-warp on the edge of the Sahara.
We fly back from Agadir.
DAY 1: Flying into Marrakech, we drive the very short distance to our home for the first three nights, the charming
and very comfortable Riad Palais Tinmel, in the very heart of the Medina. This is a wonderful place where the food
is some of the best in Marrakech.
DAY 2 & 3: During our two full days in the city our visits include all the major monuments and museums including
the Ben Youssef Mosque and Madrasa, the stunning Bahia Palace and the Royal Tombs of the Saadian dynasty. A
particular highlight is lunch in the gardens designed by the artists Jacques Majorelle and famously owned by Yves
Saint Laurent whose stunning museum has just opened – another unmissable attraction in this remarkable city.
We shall naturally spend some time in the unique Jemaa el F’na square. Above all Marrakech is a city for gentle
exploration. Its atmosphere, colours, noise and smells create an unforgettable experience for the senses. Simply step
outside our hotel and you will be transported to another world.
DAYS 4 & 5: On the morning of Day 4 we set off for the coast, (no more than two-and-a-half hours on the new
highway). Our destination is Essaouira, known until recently as Mogador (which even gave its name to a Parisian
theatre!) Fortified by the Portuguese, Essaouira is one of the loveliest towns in Morocco. Its harbour, its ancient Medina
and its wild coastal location give it a very special flavour. Talking of which, the quality of its sea-food is legendary. Our
home is a homely and atmospheric riad.
DAYS 6 & 7: Two hours or so south of Essaouira, is the resort of Agadir. Destroyed completely by a catastrophic
earthquake in 1962, Agadir is now the country’s most popular holiday destination. We stop briefly; just long enough
to enjoy some of the wonderful fish the coast is famous for. Our final goal is the city of Sidi Ifni. This extraordinary
place was, for many years, a Spanish enclave whilst Spain controlled the south of Morocco and part of the Sahara. It
has many 1920’s Art Nouveau houses and has recently enjoyed an ongoing period of restoration. It is an atmospheric
and historic place, on the edge of the Sahara, and gives a remarkable insight into a forgotten era. Our hotel is an
experience in its own right – the Hotel Les Trois Chameaux- a luxury guest house located in an erstwhile Foreign
Legion Fort (think Beau Geste with knobs on).
DAY 8: Our return flight leaves from Agadir.
THIS EIGHT-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THIS TOUR:

22nd November 2018
The Riad Tinmel in Marrakech, Les Terrasses d’Essaouira,
Hotel Les Trois Chameaux in Sidi Ifni.
12 - 16
£2275 (single supplement £225)

‘Two Women at a Window’
Marrakech
and the
Deep -South
Bartolomé
Murillo
1670

GASTRONOMIC ASTURIAS

3rd – 7th December 2018

Eastern Asturias is a bit of a Gastronomic paradise. In Arriondas alone (a town of 2500 inhabitants) there are two
restaurants with three Michelin Stars and four Repsol Stars between them. On the coast we can taste some of finest
fish and sea-food in the world.
Our hotel for the four nights is the lovely Parador in Cangas de Onis and, of course, we shall be surrounded by the
Picos de Europa some of the most spectacular mountain scenery in this land of mountain scenery.
DAY 1: We fly in and out of Oviedo Airport which cuts down the travelling time in Spain to about one hour. Our first
dinner will be taken at Michelin Starred ‘El Corral Del Indianiu’, the fiefdom of the self-styled ‘Genio Loco’ of Cangas
de Onis José Antonio Campoviejo.
DAYS 2 & 3: On Day 2 we explore the stunning coastal scenery of Asturias. Lunch will be taken in the legendary Casa
Eutimio, celebrated for serving grilled fish and sea-food of a perfection rarely achieved anywhere. Day 3 we shall
spend in the Provincial Capital of Oviedo – a fascinating city full of history and art. The highlights include three preRomanesque churches, a great Gothic cathedral and an outstanding Fine Arts Museum. In Oviedo our lunch will be
taken in Casa Fermin – the Cathedral of traditional Asturian food.
DAY 4: The tour will culminate in lunch in one of Spain’s great restaurants, Casa Marcial, in the hills near Arriondas.
Nacho Manzano has followed in the footsteps of several generations of his family in the same rural location and now
presides over a restaurant with 2 Michelin Stars and an empire that includes the Iberica restaurants in London.
DAY 5: We take our return flight to London.
THIS FIVE-DAY TOUR WILL DEPART:
OUR HOTEL:
NUMBER IN PARTY:
THE PRICE OF THE TOUR:

Gastronomic Asturias

3rd December 2018
Parador in Cangas de Onis
12 – 16
£1975 (single supplement £180)

Castles in Spain

GENERAL INFORMATION
THE RANGE OF OUR TOURS GIVES ENORMOUS FREEDOM OF CHOICE. Clients can choose to spend the week
based in one hotel from which daily excursions will be made or to embark on a grand journey, staying in two, three
or more locations. Most tours contain some rural elements, and when appropriate we time our visits to coincide with
the best of the flowers and the wildlife or the autumn colours.
Scheduled FLIGHTS or HIGH SPEED TRAIN from the UK, ALL travel in Spain, excellent hotels, ALL meals (breakfast,
snack or picnic lunch, dinner), DRINKS AND WINE with the meals, ALL excursions and the round-the-clock services of
Chris, Moses and the team are INCLUDED IN THE PRICE. This alone makes Christopher Pollard Tours unique!
HOTELS VARY IN STYLE AND SIZE: we choose them for their character and location. Rooms are always en-suite, of
course. Our chosen restaurants offer the best of local cuisine: wine is always served with meals and is often a style
and a vintage of high quality.
EVERYTHING IS ORGANISED FOR YOU – the best available flights, the most appropriate accommodation, the most
rewarding excursions, the best picnic spots and restaurants – you can relax and enjoy everything without any of the
hassles associated with travelling independently.
OUR SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS SIMPLY REFELCT THE CHARGES MADE BY THE HOTELS. It is regrettable but true
that it is more expensive to travel singly than à deux. This is entirely because of the price of hotel rooms; a ‘single’ is
always far more expensive than half a double. Our single clients normally have a double for single occupancy, there
is no limit to the number of singles available and our single supplements are significantly lower than those of ANY
OTHER comparable tour organizer.
THE ATMOSPHERE OF OUR TOURS IS THAT OF A PARTY OF FRIENDS TRAVELLING TOGETHER!
OUR TOURS ARE METICULOUSLY PLANNED from beginning to end and clients can embark on each adventure in
the certain knowledge that they will be guided, entertained, instructed and cossetted by leaders who really do know
what they’re doing. Every tour is accompanied by Chris Pollard.
OUR TOURS REPRESENT REMARKABLE VALUE FOR MONEY. We never charge surcharges of any sort. Our prices
compare very favourably with those of similar tour organisers who rarely (if ever) offer genuinely all-inclusive holidays.
Clients on Pollard Tours are NEVER left to their own devices, for example, to find lunch OR dinner.
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT THE OFFICE SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ASSISTANCE OR INFORMATION.
Susan Rose and her team are committed to making every aspect of your holiday problem free. Flights are arranged by
our ticketing agent, Sandra Williams (07767 201543). When available, flights from regional airports can be arranged;
these may attract a surcharge and it will be your responsibility to meet up with the main group.
OUR TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 01823 286097. Outside office hours an answer phone service is available. Our e-mail
address is info@prioryfield-house.co.uk and our website is www.christopherpollardtours.com
CLIENTS ON POLLARD TOURS ARE PROTECTED BY OUR ATOL BOND number 10256.

BOOKING CONDITIONS 2018
1. To make a booking please send the booking form to us duly completed with a deposit of £200 per person. Cheques
should be made payable to CHRISTOPHER POLLARD TOURS. Provisional bookings can be made by telephone and
will be held for one week.
2. The price does not contain holiday insurance. We recommend that you check your household policy or private
medical insurance. Marks & Spencer (telephone), 0800 683918; Boots the Chemist (0345 253880) and the Post
Office (0330 123 3690) all offer travel insurance policies. For passengers with an existing medical condition, Allclear
Travel (01708 339026) should be contacted (they will compare all available prices).
3. We purchase return scheduled air tickets for our clients. These tickets are fully pre-paid and are dispatched to the
client before the balance of payment is due. Eight weeks before departure we shall send you your air tickets, full
travel details and other practical information. You will then let us have the balance of payment.

4. On certain tours is it possible for clients to fly from local airports and these flights can be arranged but clients
should be aware that they often involve a small surcharge and that it is their responsibility to ensure that they are
at the airport in time to meet up with the incoming group. On occasions this might involve an overnight stay at the
destination, at their expense.
5. Everything is done to provide tours as detailed but we may have to modify or cancel them up to 8 weeks before
departure. After that date changes will only occur as a result of circumstances beyond our control or force majeure.
Should alternative arrangements of comparable standards not be acceptable, we shall make a full refund.
6. Every booking is accepted subject to the standard terms and conditions imposed by the coach, shipping, hotel,
restaurant, insurance company, or any other companies, firms or persons involved.
7. CHRISTOPHER POLLARD TOURS accepts liability for any loss sustained as a direct result of the negligence of one
of its employees, but cannot accept liability for the actions of those concerned with any aspect of your holiday over
whom we have no direct control, or who is not employed by us.
8. All the elements in the tour are included in the price: that is, scheduled air ticket, all transport during the tour, hotel,
all meals, all entrance fees, all itineraries, the services of Chris Pollard and his staff.
Occasional coffees and drinks outside mealtimes are not included.
9. The air holiday packages in this brochure are ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL number is
10256. ATOL protection does not apply to all holiday and travel services in this brochure. Please ask us to confirm
what protection may apply to your booking.
10. Your Financial Protection
When you buy an ATOL protected flight or flight inclusive holiday from us you will receive an ATOL Certificate. This
lists what is financially protected, where you can get information on what this means for you and who to contact if
things go wrong.
11. We, or the suppliers identified on your ATOL Certificate, will provide you with the services listed on the ATOL
Certificate (or a suitable alternative). In some cases, where neither we nor the supplier are able to do so for reasons of
insolvency, an alternative ATOL holder may provide you with the services you have bought or a suitable alternative (at
no extra cost to you). You agree to accept that in those circumstances the alternative ATOL holder will perform those
obligations and you agree to pay any money outstanding to be paid by you under your contract to that alternative
ATOL holder. However, you also agree that in some cases it will not be possible to appoint an alternative ATOL
holder, in which case you will be entitled to make a claim under the ATOL scheme (or your credit card issuer where
applicable).
12. If we, or the suppliers identified on your ATOL certificate, are unable to provide the services listed (or a suitable
alternative, through an alternative ATOL holder or otherwise) for reasons of insolvency, the Trustees of the Air Travel
Trust may make a payment to (or confer a benefit on) you under the ATOL scheme. You agree that in return for such a
payment or benefit you assign absolutely to those Trustees any claims which you have or may have arising out of or
relating to the non-provision of the services, including any claim against us, the travel agent (or your credit card issuer
where applicable). You also agree that any such claims may be re-assigned to another body, if that other body has
paid sums you have claimed under the ATOL scheme.
13. Cancellation of Booking must be in writing and, regrettably, will mean the retention of some of the total tour price
to cover expenses already incurred by us. If reasons for cancellation are covered by holiday insurance, claims for
refund should be submitted to the insurance company.

Cancellation of booking received:
60 days or more before departure - deposit retained
29 – 59 days before departure - 30% of total price retained
15 – 28 days before departure - 50% of total price retained
3 – 14 days before departure - 75% of total price retained
48 hours before departure or later - 100% of total price retained

TOURS

Prioryfield House, 20 Canon Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1SW
Tel: 01823 286 097
info@prioryfield-house.co.uk

